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PIGSKIN- Intramural football is just
one of several sports being played
by the UTPA community during
the fall semester.

Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

have ever had.” Cabrera said about this
semester’s flag football season.
Currently the program is trying to get some
new sports going in the spring, to better
accommodate student favorites. One new
activity that they are really looking forward to
incorporating is ultimate frisbee.

“I’ve been noticing a lot of people playing
ultimate frisbee out there,” Cabrera said. “I’m
trying to see if I can get something like that
going.”
On Oct. 15 Rec-sports will be holding a 3on-3 basketball tournament during the
Midnight Madness festivities. They will have

Forina is local voice everyone knows
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American
In the past 10 years, everyone has heard
his voice at Broncs’ basketball games or
introducing the Killer Bees starting lineup at
the Dodge Arena. In fact, the voice of Tony
Forina has been a Valley fixture for years.
Forina is the program director of four
radio stations and an announcer at three others, all owned by BMP radio. The 32-yearold also does the public address announcing
at games of the Killer Bees, Roadrunners,
Dorados, and has done Bronc basketball and
baseball games as well. All that talking doesn’t seem to tire him out at all.
“I don't even consider it a job,” said
Forina. “I get to meet new people. I try to
meet three new people a day.”
In February 2004, the Alamo native also
began hosting his own show, the Sportsline,
on ESPN Radio 1240 AM.
“It's great,” said Forina. “For a while there
wasn't (a show). It's great to have one back
on (the air).”
Forina has come along way since he first
started broadcasting as the snack bar
announcer at an Alamo Youth Sports little
league baseball tournament. He says he can
trace his love for talk back to his days in elementary school.
“I got the inkling in 5th grade,” said
Forina. “We did a mock newscast. Since then
it has been a passion of mine.”
The 13-year radio veteran also has goals in
television that he would like to achieve one

THE

a men’s and women’s division where the first
place winner will receive a $200 prize.
“We’re offering just about the same
[sports] amount as last year,” Cabrera said.
“We are also going to be hosting our own
tournament in November,” Cabrera said.
“We’re looking to hopefully also try to send
some of these teams to regionals or nationals
competition.”
He was talking about the 2nd Annual
Valley Bowl, where UTPA will play host to
four Valley schools in a flag football tournament Nov. 5-6. The University of Texas at
Brownsville, South Texas College, and Texas
State Technical College will compete with
the UTPA team. Cabrera reiterated that the
goal is send some teams to regionals in
Huntsville.
There is still time to sign up for the softball
and racquetball leagues which will start next
week. Other activities that start later are tennis, Midnight Madness Basketball, and the
Fun Walk.
Applications can be picked up at the
Intramural Rec-sports office at Bronc Village
Apartment #2101 or taken off the web at
http://www.panam.edu/depts/intramurals/.
The only requirements for someone to play
are that they must currently be a UTPA student, faculty, or staff.

Volleyball team
returning home
By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American

Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

VALLEY VOICE- Tony Forina has been a local media
celebrity for over 10 years.

The UTPA volleyball team suffered its
fourth straight setback Oct 1., losing to the
Lady Bearkats of Sam Houston State (9-5)
in straight sets (30-26, 30-23, 30-27).
Heather Bravo collected 11 kills and eight
digs for the Lady Broncs (5-9 overall) and
was followed by Chrissie Carrigan who
notched seven kills and 11 digs, Jen
Dameworth who scored 26 assists with eight
digs, and nationally ranked Carol Marcengo,
who led the charge with 18 digs.
On, October 6, the lady Broncs routed
Texas A&M Corpus Christi in 5 sets (30-25,
24-30, 30-22, 26-30. 15-14)to break the four
game losing streak before coming home to
face the Islanders once more.
The Lady Broncs finished their monthlong road streak and return home the
evening of Oct. 12 to face the Texas A&M
Corpus Christi Islanders (13-7) at the
University Field House.
To add to the good news. The team is now
nationally ranked for the first time in program history in the category of digs per
game (19.3). The figure is about two digs
per game shy of the national record held by
Eastern Kentucky (21.09).
Libero Carol Marcengo, ranked fifth
nationally in digs per game, compiled a single-season program record last season in
total digs (641).
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There will be peace
in the Valley
Exclusive world exhibit arrives at UTPA
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American

______________________
Ten-year-old Geffrey
Ballinder from Idea
Academy walks through the
Milestone Exhibit Thursday
at the visitor center.
______________________

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American

day.
“I'd like to do sports on TV,” said Forina,
who has assisted KGBT Channel 4 and
KRGV Channel 5 in sports broadcasts.
Forina’s passion for sports broadcasting is
evident in his jobs with Valley professional
and collegiate teams. Last year Forina began
working as the public address announcer for
the Rio Grande Valley Killer Bees. At the
time hockey was a new avenue for Forina to
explore.
“I was very excited and nervous at the
same time with hockey,” said Forina. “And I
feel very fortunate that the (Killer Bees
organization) saw in me something that they
liked.”
Despite lacking experience with the sport,
Forina found hockey pleasing.
“(It) is an experience I will never forget,”
said Forina. “Plus it has introduced me to a
sport that I did not know much about but
have grown to love with every game.”
The arena football style of the Rio Grande
Valley Dorados was also new to the longtime public address announcer.
“The Dorado's experience was one that I
went in thinking that I knew what was going
on, but was surprised when we actually started it,” said Forina. “The pace of the game,
the difference in rules, (and) having the fans
right there added to the excitement.” Forina,
a graduate of UTPA, has also stayed
involved with his alma mater’s sports teams.
The sportscaster has been working with
Broncs’ basketball for the past 11 years and
Broncs’ baseball for the past three years.

See Page 7

■ Tennis. . . . . . . . . .15

Rec-sports season getting started
Do you ever wonder why all those lights
are on near the Bronc Village Apartments? It’s
the Intramural Rec-sports program, providing
a wide range of activities for all University of
Texas-Pan American students. Every semester
there are leagues for students to participate in.
Posters advertising leagues go up at the
start of the semester, encouraging students to
sign up for flag football, beach volleyball,
soccer, softball, racquetball, basketball, and
tennis, among others. Most of these sports are
separated into three different divisions, men’s,
women’s, and co-ed.
“We’re in the middle of flag football, beach
volleyball, and we start 6-on-6 volleyball
Tuesday,” said representative Art Cabrera
said. “I’m trying to get something different for
the spring.”
An increase in the universities population
has really had an impact on the number of
teams that have signed up for the flag football
season. Cabrera said that there has been a sudden jump in the amount of teams; they currently have 30 men’s teams signed up for the
2004 fall season, an increase of about 10
teams from the spring.
“We had a great turnout, it’s the most we

McAllen native stars on reality TV show

In efforts to spread world peace and to bring the realization that peace requires the active participation of each
and every one, the international art exhibit, Milestone for
Peace, will be shown from Oct. 12 to Jan. 24 at The
University of Texas-Pan American Visitors Center.
Iris Elhanani, along with Peruvian artist Ivan Macha,
initiated the exhibit in Israel in 1999.
According to Elhanani, Macha and his Palestinian
wife, Patricia AbuGattas, were collecting stones to bring the
energy of the Holy Land to South America. This was when
the Jerusalem stone inspired her to use them as a message
of peace to the world, from the place of the heart of all conflicts.
"Biet Jalla is the village where the Jerusalem stone is
carved and I thought that the new millennium could bring a
new approach to peace; where religion and politics failed,
maybe the art and culture could bring new inspiration,"
Elhanani said.
Macha's original work of art that inspired the
Milestone for Peace project uses the image of a silicon chip
carved at the base of the hexagon-shaped Jerusalem stone.
A representation of arms linking one side of the stone to the
next depicts the connection of all human beings, while the
holes on each side allow light to shine through, signifying

Bilingual Education:
A look inside the classroom
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American
Rosalva Silva spoke candidly about her
childhood as a Spanish-speaking student in an
English-only private Catholic school. Silva
said she had difficulty in learning the English
language and said that while she knew the
answers to the teacher’s questions, she had no
way of communicating them in English.
During class one day, Silva turned to a
friend and asked for a sheet of paper in
Spanish. She broke a classroom rule, and her
teacher punished her by not allowing her to go
to lunch and made her stay after school in
order to finish writing “I will not speak
Spanish” 300 times on the chalkboard.
“I just asked my friend a question quietly, I wasn’t talking to the class or my teacher,

but it didn’t matter,” Silva said.
Early in the evening Silva’s mother came
to the school in search of her daughter, who
hadn’t returned home. By that time, Silva was
nowhere near ready to finish her punishment.
“I was on, like, [sentence number]
254–there was no way that I was going to finish it,” she said.
Silva’s mother dragged her out of the
classroom and told her daughter’s teacher that
her daughter would continue to speak Spanish
because it was the language that she spoke at
home and no one was going to make her feel
bad about it.
“I think that’s how I decided what I wanted to do with my life,” Silva said. “No child
should have to be forced to ignore their language and culture. No child should have to go

the light from each human heart.
In Macha’s exhibit, linking all the stones together the
creation symbolizes the multi-helix of DNA, suggesting
that human begins are all the same. The stone, which was
chosen for to its connection to ancient history, is a symbol
of the hope for peace that links the past, present and future.
"It [the stone] is the same shape as the DNA molecule
of a human cell as well as the silicon crystal chip for a computer," Elhanani said. "One is the symbol of life and the
other a symbol of the future. When the stones are placed
together it shows our interconnectedness and the need for
each other. Our strength comes from the bond that we build
with each other, people to people, regardless of where we
live."
The complete exhibit contains over 500 pieces that
have been manipulated to express the artist's perception of
peace. Currently 161 are at the university.
According to Elhanani, some of the artists come from
conflict-torn regions, and their work obviously shows interpretation of the Middle East with writing or symbols pointing to a recurring theme of trees and fruits.
"Ryzsard Wasko, a Polish artist, painted kissing lips to
the stone, this symbolizes the Holy Land because many
people who visit the Holy Land usually kiss the ground
when they arrive," Elhanani said. "Generally speaking, I
think the artists express their personal feelings, energy,

through that.”
Silva is now the coordinator of the twoway language enrichment program at PharrSan Juan-Alamo ISD. She chose the profession in order to help students in the same position she was as a child.
A DISTRICT’S ASSESSMENT
The two-way program, also known as
dual language education, is a relatively new
phenomenon in the Rio Grande Valley. The
program couples English-proficient and limited English-proficient students in one classroom and allows the students to learn in both
English and Spanish. The program intends to
produce bilingual and biliterate students.
In the bilingual education program, students across Texas are put in one of two exit
transitional model programs. The first is the
early exit transitional program where students
are taken out of the bilingual program and
placed in an all-English classroom after the
third grade. In late exit transitional program,
students are placed in an all-English classroom after the fifth or sixth grade.
Leonila Izaguirre, the bilingual/English
as a Second Language (ESL) director at PSJA
ISD said that in her experience, students who

See MILESTONES page 11
are put in the late exit transitional program
learn more about the English language and are
more successful in the English-only classroom than their early-exit peers.
“We have seen the late transitional program be more successful than the early exit,”
Izaguirre said. “We’ve learned over the years
that the early exit isn’t as effective.”
Over the years, both Silva and Izaguirre
have worked with various schools within their
district to create one of the most effective
bilingual and dual education programs in the
Valley.
With 25 different campuses in the district, these coordinators have almost 11,000
limited-English proficient students to serve,
and over time, Izaguirre said they’ve learned
what that means and also what it takes.
“We have to meet the needs of these students and we go above and beyond,” Izaguirre
said. “We make sure that the teachers have all
the supplies they need in both languages and
there are districts who do not; we do a lot of
staff development, we did 17 sessions this
past month. We provide a lot of professional
development in English and Spanish and not

See BILINGUAL page 12
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New tennis coach struggles with double duty
By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor:
“To Cover or Not to Cover: Muslim
Women’s Choice” (9/23/04), actually consists
of paragraph after paragraph of justification
for the Turkish military’s repression of a
woman’s choice to cover - part of an ongoing
effort by Kemalists to forcibly mold the
Turkish culture in their own image. The
Kemalists force traditional Muslim women to
choose between their religious practice and
education, and then have the audacity to claim
(as does the author of the article) that
traditional Islam bars women from education.
One Kemalist is quoted in the article as
saying, “if women want to cover their head,
they should go to the United States to get an

education.” I have, in the past several years,
met many bright traditional Muslim women
from Turkey who have come to the United
States to attend school because their own
government will not allow them in the
classroom.
Contrary to the article’s assertion that the
majority of Muslims “have evolved” to
support Kemalist-style oppression, the
current government in Turkey, elected by a
democratic majority, seeks to end it, but when
a previous elected government tried to do that
in ‘democratic’ Turkey, the military ousted
them. Perhaps they had not adequately
“evolved.” It is plain to see how the author
came to the conclusion that Turkish majority

“have evolved.” In the entire article, in which
she interviewed four Kemalists, she did not
give voice to a single “un-evolved” Muslim
woman with an opposing view. But opposing
Kemalism (failing to evolve) can be
dangerous in Turkey – a valued ally our
government calls a ‘model of Muslim
democracy’, and where, as the author writes,
in doublespeak, women have “conformed to
choosing what they can or cannot wear.” And
soon, newly “evolved” people in Afghanistan
and Iraq will also have their own opportunity
to “conform to choose.”

Dear Editor:
This is in response to your article entitled
“To cover or not to cover: Muslim Women’s
Choice,” in the Pan American dated
September 23, 2004. We find this article not
based upon any authentic sources of Islamic
literature and the Holy Qur’an is misquoted.
We are asking you to publish the following
clarification and facts about Muslim women
head and body cover.
The answer to the question, why the
Muslim women have to cover their heads and
bodies, is very simple - Muslim women
observe HIJAB (covering the head and the
body) because Allah (God) has told them to
do so. The Qur’an says:
"O Prophet, tell your wives and daughters
and the believing women to draw their outer
garments around them (when they go out or
are among men). That is better in order that
they may be known (to be Muslims) and not
annoyed..." (Qur'an 33:59)
The word "hijab" comes from the Arabic
word "hajaba" meaning to hide from view or
conceal. In the present time, the context of
hijab is the modest covering of a Muslim
woman. The question now is what is the
extent of the covering? The Qur'an says:
"Say to the believing man that they should
lower their gaze and guard their modesty;
that will make for greater purity for them; and
Allah is well acquainted with all that they do.
And say to the believing women that they
should lower their gaze and guard their
modesty; and that they should not display
their beauty and ornaments except what must
ordinarily appear thereof; that they should

draw their veils over their bosoms and not
display their beauty except to their
husbands..." (Qur'an 24:30-31)
These verses from the Qur'an contain two
main injunctions: A woman should not show
her beauty or adornments except what
appears by uncontrolled factors such as the
wind blowing her clothes, and the head covers
should be drawn so as to cover the hair, the
neck and the bosom.
Islam has no fixed standard as to the style
of dress or type of clothing that Muslims must
wear. However, some requirements must be
met. The first of these requirements is the
parts of the body which must be covered.
Islam has two sources for guidance and
rulings: first, the Qur'an, the revealed word of
Allah and secondly, the Hadith or the
traditions of the Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him) who was chosen by Allah to be
the role model for mankind. It is noteworthy
here that the commandments in the Holy
Qur’an are explained and practiced by
Prophet Muhammad and his words and action
as obligatory to Muslims as those from Allah.
The following is a Tradition of the Prophet:
"Ayesha (the wife of Prophet Muhammad)
reported that Asmaa the daughter of Abu
Bakr (the first Caliph of Islam)) came to the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
while wearing thin clothing. He approached
her and said: 'O Asmaa! When a girl reaches
the menstrual age, it is not proper that
anything should remain exposed except this
and this. He pointed to the face and hands."
(Source: Book of Abu Dawood)
Often forgotten is the fact that modern

Western dress is a new invention. Mary
(peace be upon her), the mother of Jesus
(peace be upon him) and the only woman
mentioned by name in the Holy Qur’an,
practiced hijab. All Muslims highly respect
her and consider her a model for all women.
Looking at the clothing of women as recently
as seventy years ago, we see clothing similar
to hijab. These active and hard-working
women of the West were not inhibited by their
clothing which consisted of long, full dresses
and various types of head covering. Muslim
women who wear hijab do not find it
impractical or interfering with their activities
in all levels and walks of life. Hijab is not
merely a covering dress but more importantly,
it is behavior, manners, speech and
appearance in public. Dress is only one facet
of the total being. The basic requirement of
the Muslim woman's dress apply to the
Muslim man's clothing with the difference
being mainly in degree. Modesty requires that
the area between the navel and the knee be
covered in front of people. The clothing of
men should not be like the dress of women,
nor should it be tight or provocative. A
Muslim should dress to show his identity as a
Muslim. Men are not allowed to wear gold or
silk. However, both are allowed for women.
For both men and women, clothing
requirements are not meant to be a restriction
but rather a way in which society will
function in a proper, Islamic manner.

Dr. Edward Moad
Department of History and Philosophy

Dr. Mohammed Farooqui
Professor and Chair
Department of Biology

The fall tennis season quietly comes and goes in one month. Blink and it’s
over.
First year UTPA tennis coach Paul Soliz admits that, right now, there is no need
to rush success on his new team just yet. Fall competitions and player talents will
unfold on their own.
Soliz said this season’s brief period between Sept. 24 and Oct. 30 is necessary
because competition allows for the assessment of player needs and abilities. He
added that about 70 percent of play occurs in the spring.
“We’ll be done next month (October) and we won’t do a thing after that,” Soliz
said.
He still has several months to hone UTPA’s only conference team member into
a championship-caliber force before the real competition begins in 2005. He said,
despite his familiarity with the Southland Conference, the biggest challenge coming into UTPA is not being overwhelmed trying to keep both the men’s and
women’s programs running simultaneously.
“I’ve been fortunate enough to know what it’s like to focus on one program,”
Soliz explained. “It is a lot of work when you’re trying to keep two programs
going at the same time, the numbers are overwhelming”
Soliz, a UTPA alumnus, joins a men’s tennis program that returns six players
from a team that posted a second place finish in the Southland Conference with a
9-9 record last season. He takes control of a three-time Academic All-American
women’s team that ended last season at 4-12.
“Any new job is just learning the ropes,” Soliz said. “It’s trying to cut through
all the paperwork involved with making sure all players are ready to go to their
competitions without sacrificing academic standards.”
Soliz, who has more than 20 years experience in collegiate tennis, arrives from
the Alamo Heights Tennis Center in San Antonio where he served as the head tennis professional for the past three years.
From 1989-2000, he was director of tennis technology at Tyler Junior College
which holds the distinction title of being one of three programs in the country
offering degrees in tennis education.
“Tennis tech was the program where a student could actually get their associate’s degree in teaching tennis,” Soliz said.
As a player, Soliz was ranked no. 1 in 1996 and 1997 in Texas men’s doubles
play and ranked nationally in 1990 in men’s singles.
Among his many honors, Soliz was named to Who’s Who Among America’s
Teachers in 1998. He held the position of tournament director at the men’s
National Junior Collegiate Athletic Association (NCJAA) national tournament,
and voted Southland and Gulf Star Conference Women’s coach of the year in 1987
and 1988.
Despite the chance to watch and judge his players’ performance in this practice
run of a season, Soliz said it was still to early to gauge the level of success or even
progress for any player.
“The bottom line is that each one of them (players) has their own individual
needs,” Soliz said.
The next UTPA men’s tennis tournament takes place at UTSA in San Antonio,
while the women are in action next at the ITA Regionals in College Station.

Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American
NEW LEADER- Paul Soliz is the newest Bronc tennis coach, in charge of both men’s and
women’s teams. He was a standout tennis player for many years, and is a 1981 graduate of The
University of Texas-Pan American.

Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American
LOCAL TALENT- Ana Peña of McAllen is one of three Valley players on this year’s women’s tennis team.
The team is in action next at the ITA Regionals in College Station Oct. 15-16.
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High-powered E-E takes on Mercedes in big rivalry
By JACOB ALEGRIA
The Pan American
ELSA – Before the Texas Longhorns and Oklahoma Sooners
meet on Saturday in this year’s Red River Shootout, a great local
rivalry will reunite two bitter adversaries. The Valley game of the
week, in a traditional sense, is between the Edcouch-Elsa
Yellowjackets and the Tigers of Mercedes.
The Yellowjackets are having one of their best seasons in recent
history and come into the matchup as the ninth-ranked Class 4A
team in the state according to the Associated Press. Edcouch (5-0)
comes off a 49-0 shellacking of the Roma Gladiators where the
team allowed just four first downs and 100 total yards. The
offense did its part as well, gaining almost 500 yards. Quarterback
Mario Cavazos threw three touchdown passes and running back
Fred Loredo ran for 127 yards and two for the Jackets, who now
anticipate a game against its most intense rival through the years.
The Tigers are winless in five tries, including a heartbreaking
18-17 loss to the PSJA Memorial Wolverines last week. They led
early in the game but lost it late. It’s been a tough year for Coach
Hector Martinez and his team.
Although E-E appears to be a prohibitive favorite, Coach Joe
Solis isn’t taking Mercedes lightly.
”This is a game of big rivals and there kids are gonna be ready
to play hard” said Solis, who also coached against Martinez when
the men were at Lyford and La Villa, respectively.
The hard-working Jackets go on the road and take their unbeaten record with them to Mercedes. They have continued to try and

improve in practice
games and they have scored
despite having an
246 points (49.2 per game).
obvious advantage
However, in a game that pits
this week. In fact,
hated rivals against each other,
Solis said that the
anything is possible; there is
group had its best
no love lost between these
Monday morning
two teams. Motivation for the
workout of the seaTigers is not a problem this
son.
week, because they are winWhile much of
less and they face a rival with
the buzz around
an unbeaten record. The
town in Edcouchchance to spoil E-E’s record is
Elsa is about La
something they don’t need any
Maquina Amarilla
other motivational speeches
and the state rankfor.
ing, players seem
On the other hand the
to be playing the
Yellowjackets know Mercedes
whole
situation
would like nothing more than
Joel De La Rosa/The Pan American to ruin the dream season. Solis
down, according to
Solis.
is aware of the danger ahead.
“Our
kids BIG GAME- The Edcouch-Elsa football team works out this week in prepa“I hate to lose, I’ve only lost
ration for the grudge match against Mercedes on Friday.
haven’t
been
once to them (Mercedes) in the
affected much by
past years,” he said.
the ranking and they’re still working hard,” he said.
Some fans and media are already looking forward to next
The offense has been clicking but the defense has also done week’s showdown with Mission Veterans Memorial, another
well. The stop troops were a concern at the beginning of the sea- unbeaten team that has been on the rise. Before getting to that
son because graduation took away several members of the 2003 game, however, E-E must deal with the rival Tigers in the Midteam. The ‘Jackets have given up 62 points (12.4 per game) in five Valley’s own version of a shootout.

Cross country keeps steady pace

Runners progressing as season hits mid-stride with Auburn meet looming

Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

In all sports, consistency is key and Oct. 4 men’s and women’s cross country
accomplished what they have been trying to do all season. That is, brandishing a
well-rounded core of runners and finishing in good standing.
At the Islander Splash Invitational in Corpus Christi, Hector Gandara finished
slightly behind his first race time (in San Marcos) but finished fourth in the five-mile
race with a time of 26:22. He’d finished first at the UTSA invitational on Sept. 11.
Men’s cross country placed fourth out of six teams. Women’s cross country placed
seventh out of 10.
For UTPA, Jason Tejada ran 24th with a time of 28:01, Americo Ortiz finished 33rd
with a time of 28:10 and David Trevino followed closely, in 34th with a time of
28:43.

Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

For the women, freshman Bertha Castillo was the top runner for the third meet in a
row, completing in 24th place in the three-mile race with a time of 19:10.
Behind her was Danelly Flores, 31st at 19:24; Lorraine Garcia, 40th at 19:49; Karla
Hernandez, 46th at 20:04; and Megan McGuire, 47th at 20:07.
With a solid performance behind them, the cross country group now heads out of
state, landing in Alabama Oct. 11 for the Auburn Invitational.
“On the men’s side we still haven’t put a full team together,” head coach Ricky
Vaughn said. “This coming week at Auburn will be the first time we have ever raced
together.”
“Things are coming around,” he added. “The Auburn Invitational is a very big meet,
a lot of Southeastern Conference schools will be there. It will give us a really good true
test to see where we stand.”
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Under age drinking: A learned behavior

Despite laws, minors continue to find ways to drink in social settings
By ANGELA I. CANALES
The Pan American
Texas law states that for those under 21, it is
illegal to purchase, attempt to purchase, possess
or consume alcohol. It’s also against the law to
misrepresent one’s age to try and obtain
alcohol.
Despite the laws, underage individuals
continue to drink.
“It is a learned behavior,” said Dr. Kelly F.
Himmel, associate professor of sociology at
The University of Texas-Pan American.
“Advertising, television and movies depict
drinking as an adult activity and young people
are eager to want to participate in adult
activities. They see drinking as a lot of fun,
especially beer advertising, it shows people
having a good time and meeting members of
the other sex, and drinking is a real integral part
of that.”
In advertising and other media, youth see
shows where people are in clubs having a really
good time. When people are in their teens they
see that good times involve alcohol use.
According to Himmel, television and
advertising, however, are not the only reasons
that young people engage in underage drinking.
“Now, once a group starts using alcohol, then
you have that face to face interaction of peer
pressure,” Himmel said.
Alcohol is introduced to young people
through television, advertising and peer groups.
However, in American society, certain parents
want to discuss these issues with their young
children, to introduce drinking as a socially
acceptable activity, explained Himmel.
“There are some households where they
introduce their children to alcohol because they
see it as something they need to know about to
be socially acceptable and function in society,
to know how to drink,” Himmel said. “Most
American adults drink and they [teenagers]
think if their parents drink then it is considered
more acceptable, and you also see it as
something adults do so you want to be adult,
once again wanting to participate in adult
behavior.”
Himmel said that even if parents do not have
alcohol in the household, young people will get
the message in other forms that may overcome
the message the parent is trying to send.
“Not having alcohol in the household limits
young people’s access and they are getting the
message saying that it is not appropriate or
acceptable behavior,” Himmel said. “The
message from the peer group and the media
overcomes that for most people, when you are
young you pay more attention to your peer
group and the message from the media than to
your parents. In fact a lot of people want to do
just the opposite of what their parents tell them
to do; they see it as a form of rebellion.”
Messages sent through culture might be
another reason young people begin to drink.
Messages of being culturally accepted.

TRUE
L I F E : DWI
By ANGELA I. CANALES
The Pan American

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

BOTTOMS UP- Under age drinking continues to be a problem today, an issue that
not only affects the younger generation, but society as well.

“I think in sociology we learn that cultural caused by the drunk driver.”
expectations are very important in determining
There were 17,013 alcohol-related
our behavior,” Himmel said. “We think our fatalities in 2003. Forty-seven percent of
behavior is a result of your own individual traffic fatalities were alcohol-related,
actions. Well it’s really not it’s what the culture according to the U.S. Department of
is expecting of us is what guides our individual Transportation.
actions, most of us.”
“What you are doing is risking your
While youths are now faced with all these investment of your education, and down the
choices, the law is remaining strict. When road you may miss out on an opportunity for
making the choice, young people will be faced employment,” Guerra said. “Alcohol is a
with severe consequences if they choose to depressant which is contrary to the brain
drink when they are underage. DWI and other activity you need for learning.”
charges of that sort are possible
outcomes for those individuals
who choose to drink.
“It is going to affect your
life,” said Rene Guerra, If you’re a minor, here’s what happens the first time you
Hidalgo
County
district are found in possession of alcohol. Any amount of beer,
attorney. “The least severe wine or liquor will trigger the penalties.
consequence is when the case is
◆ 30-day driver’s license suspension
dismissed, that rarely happens,
◆ up to a $500 fine
the most severe is going to
◆ 8 to 12 hours of community service
county jail for up to six months
◆ mandatory attendance in alcohol-awareness classes
for a first offense and If you’re under 21, here’s what happens the first time you
subsequent offences carry more are stopped for drinking and driving.
time.”
◆ 60-day driver’s license suspension
Different factors determine
◆ up to a $500 fine
the consequences individuals
◆ 20 to 40 hours of community service
will receive for committing the
◆ mandatory attendance in alcohol-awareness classes
offense of underage drinking.
If
you’re 17 and over, here’s what happens if you’re
“Depending on whether you
stopped for drinking and driving with a blood alcohol conhad a serious accident or not, centration of .08 or greater.
you can get some jail time, and Some people, particularly teenagers, can reach a .08 BAC
probation at a minimum if the with two or three beers an hour.
person is not insured,” Guerra
◆ up to a $2,000 fine
said. “They are obligated under
◆ 72 hours to 180 days in jail
the court order to make ‘whole
◆ driver’s license suspension of 90 days to one year
the victim,’ in other words pay
all the damages that were

UNDERAGE DRINKING

One bad decision by a sophomore at The
University of Texas-Pan American led to
unexpected consequences.
Joe, 20, a UTPA student who wished to
remain anonymous, was arrested Jan. 31 by
a McAllen police officer after having been
drinking.
Joe was driving down Nolana with a
Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) over
the legal limit for an underage individual.
“I couldn’t even lift my leg and he [police
officer] tried to test me again, but I told them
to take me because I was ready to go to sleep
anywhere,” Joe said.
What Joe did not consider at the time was
that after he woke up, there would be
consequences affecting the rest of his life.
“In the future it is going to be a whole lot
harder,” he said. “I wanted to go into the
Department of Public Safety and I can longer
do that. That is the only way it will affect me
as far as I know.”
Joe’s career, however, was not the only
thing changed. After the incident he was also
physically and emotionally damaged.
“It has put me under so much stress,” he
said. “I had to go on anti-depressants and
anxiety pills.”
Now Joe speaks to students telling them
the risks that students take are not worth
what will come if convicted of a Driving
While Intoxication (DWI) charge.
“The only advice I could actually give is
just don’t drive if you are going to drink,”
Joe said. “If there is someone else to drive
you, let them, or let your car get towed if
needed, the $75 fee for towing is nothing
compared to the following consequences of
drinking and driving. One night of fun is not
worth what you will have to pay for years to
come.”
After being charged with DWI Joe is
responsible for many financial costs and
consequences such as $200 Fine when
arrested (to post bond); $250 court costs;
$250-2,000 for a first-time offender fine; Six
months probation; Three-month suspension
of license; Alcohol and drug classes; Lawyer
fees; Restitution to the Texas Department of
Public Safety of $1,040 that will total $4,200
for three years.
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Valley residents reach high numbers of poverty
Welfare progams strive to make money less of an issue
By JENILEE HERNANDEZ
The Pan American
Not having enough money for food,
medical care or temporarily being out of a
job and finding it hard to provide for your
family are all issues people here in the Rio
Grande Valley face everyday. Because of
these situations, welfare programs have been
designed to specifically help those in need of
assistance.
Dagoberto Garza, South Texas Public
Information Officer of the Health and
Human Services Commission, feels that the
programs offered are important and
beneficial.
"The focus of the agency is to ensure the
safety and health of those that are in need.
These programs fulfill or help us get that
goal or that focus across," he said.
The most commonly utilized aid is the
Food Stamp Program, which allows lowincome families to purchase nutritional
foods that may have not been an option for
them in the past. The Lonestar Card has
replaced food stamp coupons, which makes
the process easier.
"Nationwide, there is no paper food stamp
coupons anymore," Garza said. "The last
few states joined in a few months ago, I
think in May.”
Texas has been under a paperless system
since 1994.
"It's easier for the client because it's a
matter of swiping the card at the grocery
store,” Garza said. “It also makes it easier as
far as fraud prevention because now you
won't have the trafficking of paper coupons."
Garza said that they try to inform people
about this program, with several outreach
efforts
"We've been doing outreach projects in the
food stamp program to try to get folks that
are potentially eligible because it is
essentially a nutritional program, Garza said.
“One of the main focuses of the nutritional
program is to ensure that children are eating
well at home and getting the proper
nutrition."
Several programs are in conjunction with
community organizations like the McAllen
Food Bank, Avance and other groups
throughout the Valley.
“Some of these folks, the Food Bank,
especially an organization like Avance and
some of the coalition groups, they go out
into the community, into colonias and advise
people that otherwise maybe do not know
about the program, that this program is
available,” Garza said. “They'll even take
them an application and have them fill it out
there and then bring it to our office and go
through the process. So it is very helpful
outreach that they do."
Avance is a private, non-profit
organization located in McAllen that
specializes in helping low-income families
that cannot meet the basic necessities in life.
Members visit colonias and informs those
who need to know about the program. The
Nutritional Assistance Program (NAP)
Coordinator, Kristy Peña, does exactly that.
"We inform on income guidelines, [and]
for eligibility," Peña said. "We help with
application assistance and we make home

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

Programs offered by AVANCE-RGV
*Parent-Child Program
*AVANCE Parent - Child Program Sites
*Early Childhood Development
*EL Civics-GED, ESL, Citizenship
*Promotora Outreach Prevention Programs
*Family Emergency Services
Source: avancergv.org

visits in Hidalgo County."
According to www.avancergv.org, over
5,700 potential participants have been
informed about services through outreach
sessions such as schools, health fairs, and
other community events. NAP has also

“ One of the main
focuses of the
nutritional program is to
ensure that children are
eating well at home and
getting the proper
nutrition...”
Dagoberto Garza,
STPI Officer of the HHSC
assisted over 850 households in Hidalgo
County with the enrollment process. Peña
added that AVANCE tries to clear up any
misconceptions people have about available
programs.
The number of people who receive
assistance from the Food Stamp Program,
participants, has been high in the area.
"Hidalgo County has some pretty good
participation. The participation rates in
Hidalgo County have actually grown in the
past three years," Garza said.
According to the 2003 Annual Report,
168,569 was the monthly average for
participants in Hidalgo County.
“If you compare within other counties,

there's quite a bit of participation in Hidalgo
County,” Garza said. “And of course, it
makes sense because Hidalgo County is one
of the poorest counties, if not the poorest
county in the country. I know it's in the top
five.”
There is a time limit set on food stamp
participants that have no dependents,
meaning those who are single and don't have
any people financially depending on them.
The 18-50 Rule applies to people in this
age bracket. They must show that they are
working at least 20 hours per week for an
initial three-month period to receive food
stamps. If the person fails to become
employed within the period, they will be
lifted from the program.
But if the person complies with the
regulations, he/she can receive up to three
years of food stamps. Exemptions exist for
those who have disabilities and cannot meet
the requirements, and for pregnant women
and hardship counties.
A hardship county is one whose
unemployment is above 10 percent. Every
quarter, the Work Force Commission (WFC)
reviews the employment rate. Currently all
four counties in the Valley are hardship
counties, especially Hidalgo County.
"Hidalgo is consistently over 10 percent
unemployment rate," Garza said. "Almost
one out of every five people in the county is
not working. Those statistics are
staggering."
In addition, training seminars are offered
for young mothers with newborns to teach
them about nutrition.
"We have nutrition programs where we

train and orient people on what to do as far
as how to nutritiously take care of your
children," Garza said.
The summer food program, which works
in conjunction with school districts,
religious or community organizations,
allows children to have a free lunch during
the summer, not only during the school year.
Their parents can get meals at a reduced
price as well.
Medicaid focuses on pregnant women and
children, who are able to seek medical care
that may have been hard to obtain in the past
due to the expense. Family violence
programs are also provided for those who
need shelter to avoid a violent environment.
Disaster assistance is available for those
who have been affected by a natural disaster.
For people to qualify for these programs,
different factors are taken into consideration,
including household composition [size of the
household], the situation the family is in, the
relationships
among
the
potential
participants, citizenship status and resources
are all taken into account.
To better suit needs, the Health and
Human Services Commission, formerly
known as the Department of Human
Services, has consolidated with other
agencies. The 12 agencies that once existed,
have now become four.
"What we have done, is we have
consolidated our agencies. So we are
looking to become more efficient and get
people out in a shorter time and kind of
increase the processing periods of how
quickly we can get the stuff out. So really
improving our services," Garza said.
Despite the need for these programs,
sometimes people think of the welfare
program as a handout. Garza stresses that is
not the case.
"We are very beneficial programs. We
have very strict eligibility policies, and we
emphasize quality control to ensure that only
those that are eligible receive it,” Garza said.
“I think a lot of times folks on the outside
looking in don't realize that we put a lot of
our efforts into that quality control.”
Garza said that the Office of Inspector
General (OIG) is composed of full-time
investigators looking into fraud cases. They
are there to catch it and eliminate it. Quality
Control (QC) is yet another division that
reviews cases and makes sure the process is
done correctly. If corrections need to be
made, they will take proper action.
"We are very diligent of tax payer dollars
because it is a big responsibility. So we are
diligent to ensure that they're being used
properly," Garza said. "The Valley does have
a lot of poverty, especially along the border.
And we do have many, many folks still
living in colonias. That’s a reality. If you go
out and visit some of the colonias, you know
it’s substandard housing. They don't have
running water."
This reality that Garza speaks of is one
that others see as well. University of Texas Pan American assistant professor of social
work, Lydia Arizmendi, thinks that welfare
in the United States isn't something that
should be taken lightly.
"Well I think that if people understand the
structure of our economy, I think that they
would understand the need of welfare and
assistance," Arizmendi said. "It's no fun to
live in poverty. All people have needs."
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CLIPBOARD
Men’s golf finishes 16th at Stonebridge

FOR THE RECORD
NFL WEEK 3
Sunday, Oct 3
Houston 30, Oakland 17
Philadelphia 19, Chicago 9
N.Y. Giants 14, Green Bay 7
Pittsburgh 28, Cincinnati 17
New England 31, Buffalo 17
Indianapolis 24, Jacksonville 17

It was one rainy North Texas day after another for
UTPA men’s golfers after the initial afternoon of competition Oct. 4 was cancelled due to poor weather. The
team eventually managed a 16th place effort out of 16
teams at the SMU Stonebridge Invitational in McKinney.
Freshman A.J Hohn led the Broncs, as he ended tied for
31st and shot a 74 (38-36) during the only 18 holes of
competition. Jeff Hensley was tied at 44th place, after a
76 (37-39), while Calgary native Colin Norris tied in
66th with a 79 (36-43).
Phoenix freshman Kyle Tudi finished the lone day of
play tied at 74th and shot a score of 82 (37-45) while
McAllen native Alvaro Gonzalez placed 83rd and shot an
86 (44-42).
The UTPA men’s golf team plays again Oct. 11 at the
Crown Classic, hosted by Stephen F. Austin University,
in Lufkin, TX.

Cleveland 17, Washington 13
Arizona 34, New Orleans 10
Atlanta 27, Carolina 10

While the men were struggling to a last-place finish,
the Lady Bronc golf team started their season very well,
finishing third out of 16 teams in the three-round Battle
of the Lakes Invite at Oral Roberts University Oct. 5.
Leading UTPA was junior Daniela Cortes, who placed
fifth and hit a team-low 76 to augment a total of 235 (8376-76) after three rounds.
Stefanie Maynard followed closely by placing 11th and
finishing with a score of 239 (82-77-81). Nikkie
Boychuk tied for 15th and finished with a score of 243
(82-80-81).
Kingwood sophomore Elizabeth Rodriguez tied for 25th
and concluded the tri-round tournament with 249 (86-8281). Senior Crystal Frazier placed 54th and finished at
264 (92-91-81).The women get back into action again
Oct. 11 in the Lady Indian Classic at Arkansas State
University.
Volleyballers end losing streak with victory
After four games and four losses, UTPA women’s volleyball (6-9) prevailed over Texas A&M Corpus Christi (13-8)
in five games (30-25, 24-30, 30-22, 26-30, 15-13) Oct. 6 in
Corpus Christi.
Middle blocker Stephanie Redd notched a team high of 18
kills and season-best with six blocks. Danielle Holthe totaled
notched 10 kills and eight blocks. Nationally ranked libero
Carol Marcengo collected her eighth 20-plus dig match with
22 after all was said and done.
The Lady Broncs return home on Oct. 12 for a rematch
against A&M Corpus Christi after one month on the road.

Yardage 6267
1. Oral Robert s Univ 313 316 318 +83
2. Arkansas State 323 326 317 +102
3.Texas Pan American 333 315 319 +103
4 Oklahoma City Univ. 333 321 315 +105
5 McNeese State Univ. 325 320 327 +108
6. SW Missouri State 339 324 322 +121
7. Lamar Univ. 332 326 330 +124
8. Northern Iowa Univ, 335 334 332 +137

San Diego 38, Tennessee 17
Denver 16, Tampa Bay 13
St. Louis 24, San Francisco 14
open: Seattle, Dallas, Detroit,
Minnesota
Monday, Oct 4
Kansas City 27, Baltimore 24

10. WitchitaState Univ. 328 344 345 +153

Oct. 11

Lady Indian Classic

Oct. 12

Lady Indian Classic

Oct. 24

Sam Houston State Tri-Match

Oct. 25

Ellingson/Shu Invitational

Oct. 26

Ellingson/SHSU Invitational

Nov. 8

Lady Bronc Classic

Nov. 9

Lady Bronc Classic

Sunday, Oct. 10
Detroit at Atlanta, noon
New York Giant at Dallas, noon
Oakland at Indianapolis, noon

MEN’S GOLF
SMU Stonebridge Invitational
Stonebridge C.C. McKinney,TX
One round-par 72

Minnesota at Houston, noon

Yardage 7346

Miami at New England, noon
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, noon
Tampa Bay at New Orleans,noon
Jacksonville at San Diego, 3:05
p.m.
St. Louis at Seattle, 3:15 p.m.
Arizona at San Francisco, 3:15 p.m.
Carolina at Denver, 3:15 p.m.
Baltimore at Washington, 7:30 p.m.
open: Cincinnati, Kansas City,
Philadelphia, Chicago
Monday, Oct. 11
Tennessee at Green Bay, 8 p.m.

Note: all times central standard time

MLB Post-Season
Tuesday ,Oct 5
Boston 9, Anaheim 3
Minnesota 2, NY Yankees 0
St. Louis 8, Los Angeles 3
Wednesday, Oct 6
NY Yankees 7, Minnesota 6
Boston 8, Anaheim 3
Houston 9, Atlanta 3
Thursday, Oct 7
Houston at Atlanta, 4 p.m.
Los Angeles at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Friday, Oct 8
Anaheim at Boston, 4 p.m.
NY Yankees at Minnesota, 8 p.m.

UTPA SPORTS
WOMEN’S GOLF
Battle at the Lake Invitational
Shangri La Resort
Monkey, Island, OK Oct 4- Oct. 5
Three round-par 72

San Benito 53, Harlingen South 22
District 32-4A
Edcouch-Elsa 49, Roma 0
PSJA Memorial 18, Mercedes 17
Weslaco East 14, Mission 10
District 32-3A
Port Isabe 42, Hidalgo 7
La Feria 42, Progreso10
Raymondville 7, Rio Hondo
Saturday, Oct. 2
District 31-5A
Edin Economedes 38, PSJA High 24

9. Northeastern State 341 330 335 +142

N.Y. Jets 17, Miami 9

Buffalo at New York Jets, 3:05 p.m.

Women’s golf takes third in Oklahoma
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1. UT Arlington

286 -2

2. Southeastern La.

290 +2

3.Oklahoma City Univ. 291 +3
3. Texas- San Antonio

291 +3

5. McNeese State Univ. 292 +4
6. SMU

293 +5

idle: La Joya, McAllen High, McAllen
Rowe, Sharyland, Rio Grande City,
Santa Rosa
Week 6
Thursday, Oct. 7
San Benito at Brownsville Rivera
Brownsville Lopez at Weslaco East
Friday, Oct. 8
District 31-5A
PSJA at Donna
Edinburg North at Weslaco
PSJA North at Edinburg High
District 32-5A
Harlingen High at Los Fresnos
Browns. Hanna at Harlingen South
Browns.Pace at Browns. Porter
District 32-4A
Mission at Roma
Edcouch Elsa at Mercedes
PSJA Memorial at Mission Vets
District 32-3A
Lyford at Port Isabel
Hidalgo at Rio Hondo
Raymondville at Progreso
District 32-2A
Bishop at La Villa
Santa Rosa at Premont
District 32-A
Santa Maria at Bruni

7. Louisiana Tech Univ 294 +6
8. Lamar

295 +7

8. Troy Univ

295 +7

10. Ohio State Univ.

296 +8

15. Texas Pan Am

311 +23

Oct. 11 Crown Classic at Stephen
F. Austin
Oct. 12 Crown Classic at Stephen
F. Austin
Oct. 22 The Nelson Invitational at
Stanford University
Oct. 23 The Nelson Invitational at
Stanford University
Oct. 24 The Nelson Invitational at
Stanford University

HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL
Week 5
Thursday, Sept. 30
District 31-5A
Edinburg High 39, MacMemorial 20
PSJA North 27, Weslaco 7
District 32-4A
Mission Vets 43, Browns. Lopez 22
Friday, Oct 1
Non-district
St. Joseph 32, Lyford 15
MMA 49, La Villa 0
District 31-5A
Donna 21, Edinburg North 19
District 32-5A
Los Fresnos 27, Browns. Hanna 12
Browns. Rivera 56, Browns. Porter 7
Harlingen High 35, Browns. Pace 7

idle: Edinburg Economedes, La
Feria

UTPA VOLLEYBALL
Friday, Oct. 1
SAM HOUSTON
SAM HOUSTON STATE DEF. UTPA

30-26, 30-23, 30-27
UTPA : kills, Heather Bravo 11;
assists, Jen Dameworth 26; digs,
Carol Marcengo 18; blocks,
Stephanie Redd 4; aces, Jen
Dameworth 2,
record: (5-9)
Sam Houston: kills Chrissy
Engle11; assists, Karlee Butler 33;
digs, Rachel Scott 11; blocks Alisha
Fowler 6; aces Chrissy Engle 2,
Jennifer Henrichson 2, KarleeButler
Hamlett 2
record: (9-5)
Wednesday, Oct. 6
TEXAS A&M CORPUS CHRISTI
UTPA DEF. A&M CORPUS CHRISTI

30-25, 24-30, 30-22, 26-30, 15-13
UTPA : kills, Stephanie Redd 18;
assists, Karen Lyons 47; digs, Carol
Marcengo 27; blocks, Danielle
Holthe 8; aces, Jen Dameworth 3
record: (6-9)
Corpus Christi: kills, Anna
Machado 22; assists,Fernanda
Bastos 55; digs, Anna Machado 19;
blocks Jordan Wagner 3; aces Kati
Broom 4
record: (13-8)
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continued from page 1

only for bilingual, but also for our two-way
model.”
Izaguirre and Silva said they prepare
their teachers with all the tools they’ve
learned over the years for teaching bilingual
students. One of their ways is as simple as
getting textbooks in both English and
Spanish.
“We won’t buy stuff if it’s just in
English, we make sure that it’s in Spanish,
too,” Izaguirre said. “We won’t even spend
time with representatives if they don’t have
material in both languages.”
Izaguirre said that PSJA is dedicated to
helping students learn in their native language
because the school district has seen it work.
“We’ve found through research, because
we’ve got the two-way model in our district,
that it is the best way to learn now,” Izaguirre
said. “We thought all there was [available]
was bilingual education, but now we’ve
found [that] the two-way program, in its ninth
year, we’ve found that it’s the most effective
program.”
Currently, the PSJA district still has
many late exit bilingual programs, but the district is slowly transitioning students into the
dual program.
The program, Silva said, is effective
because the children gain more language education and don’t lose what they may have
learned at home.
“Our children are succeeding and they’re
not compromising their native language, it’s a
win-win situation for both children because
both are getting a chance to learn a second
language,” Silva said.
Since the program’s inception nearly
three decades ago, students in bilingual education programs have lost their first language
to English and are required to take Spanish
courses years later in junior high or high
school.
The situation is either the student fully
grasps English after the third grade and has to
relearn Spanish later, or they don’t ever fully
pick up English and are passed through the
education system without fully understanding
English.
Too often, schools want to move students
out of bilingual education before they’re
ready to leave, Izaguirre said.
“I think what doesn’t work is when an
educator wants to take a student out of a bilingual education program too soon,” Izaguirre
said. “People always want to take the student
out of that primary language too soon and put
them in an all-English program.”
Izaguirre said that the purpose of a bilingual program is to teach students in both languages in order to give them the best educa-

tion possible. Their teacher must teach them
in both languages, which creates a major load
not only on the school district and the material it supplies for bilingual or dual education
programs, or having teachers trained to teach
both.
“It should be a gradual transition, when
the student is competent in the primary language, they can be transitioned to the English
language,” Izaguirre said.
Silva said many educators don’t want to
wait and see the process develop in having a
student learn their native language first before
sending a student off to learn English.
“You only learn to read once, you don’t
learn to read twice; in their mind English is
the way to go and so they exit them in the first
grade,” Silva said. “Long term, these kids are
not going to do well.”
Just like several schools across the country, PSJA ISD has encountered many parents
that refuse to have their children in a bilingual
education program because they think it’s
more important that their child learn English
as soon as possible. These parents tell school
administrators that they will teach their children Spanish at home. Silva disagrees with
this plan.
“I always tell parents that if that’s the
case, then I can teach my son English at
home,” Silva said. “Then they tell me they
disagree because they want their child to learn
the academics of English and I tell them, it’s
the same with Spanish, they need to learn the
academic language of Spanish at school just
like they would English.”
To get parents to accept bilingual education programs within their district, Silva said
she takes parents into classrooms and allows
them to observe bilingual classrooms and
explains to them that they can’t teach their
children the type of vocabulary they’re learning in the classroom.
“When you take the time to explain to
the parent they’ll tell you that they have
changed their mind because they don’t know
the benefits of bilingual education,” Silva
said. “A lack of communication and a miscommunication is a reason parents don’t want
their children in bilingual education, they’ve
only heard how other programs have failed.”
NATIONAL TO LOCAL
With several programs across the country not being as successful as they’d like to
be, opposition has risen against bilingual education. In California Proposition 227, an antibilingual education bill, was created to fix the
problems bilingual education left for students
and schools. Studies showed that bilingual
education wasn’t working in California
schools.

Proposition 227 was spearheaded by
software entrepreneur Ron Unz. It outlawed
nearly all classes from teaching in languages
other than English. The measure affected
nearly 1.4 million California limited-English
proficient students. Programs such as the
early and late exit transitional and immersion
were eliminated, while programs such as the
dual education program were not affected.
As bilingual education programs are
eliminated across the country, Texas students
could be next in line. Leo Gomez, associate
dean of the College of Education at The
University of Texas-Pan American, fears that
lawmakers in Texas want to mirror California
in getting rid of bilingual education programs.
Gomez said a reason many people oppose
bilingual education is because they aren’t
exposed to programs that do work.
“Bilingual education, if implemented
correctly works, and the more correctly it is
implemented, then the more effective it is,”
Gomez said. “Being implemented correctly
means that the whole notion of bilingual education is that children learn in their native language and become literate in their native language.”
Gomez said that people against bilingual
education haven’t been exposed to the idea
that when a child learns something in their
native language, it eventually transfers to the
language they are trying to learn.
“Knowledge transfers—that has been the
most difficult thing for people to understand
and that’s where we lose the effective implementation,” Gomez said.
Gomez has been teaching at UTPA since
1994 and has been advocating dual education.
With test results showing that students have
greater enrichment in this program than in
any other in existence, he wants to encourage
schools to adopt this program instead of the
early exit or immersion programs that place
limited-English proficient students in allEnglish classes too soon.
To help, he has taught both his undergraduate and graduate students the importance and success of dual education. Gomez
said the education department restructured its
program to suit dual education in 1996.
“We teach our students what’s out there,
we want them to know what’s going on and
we want them to leave as strong advocates for
dual education,” Gomez said. “We want them
to make change in the schools. Our program
has been very strong in getting our students to
be advocates of dual and bilingual education.”
Gomez’s students also learn about transitional programs in order to expose them to
what they’ll most likely encounter in the real

world.
The graduate program at UTPA serves as
a vehicle for change. Gomez said his graduate
students, also advocates of dual education,
are taught the importance of the program and
are encouraged to make bilingual education
in Valley schools better. He said placing
UTPA graduates in administrative positions is
the best way to accomplish that goal, he said.
“We want to get people in positions of
change and power to get dual education in all
schools,” Gomez said.
As bilingual education programs across
the Valley improve, they have caught the
attention of education research leaders who
want to study this area and discover what’s
being done that makes them successful.
“We’ve never had that kind of attention
before, we were infamous and now we’re
becoming famous and that’s a great thing,”
Gomez said. “We’re doing what we can at the
university to help facilitate or make this
change, fully preparation of our undergraduate and graduate students and serve our community with our school districts, and it’s not
an easy task.”
A TEACHER’S PERSPECTIVE
Despite the fact that support for bilingual
education is high in the Valley, there are still
some educators that don’t see the program
working. One of those educators is Michelle
G. Gonzalez, an all-English kindergarten
teacher who recently transferred from teaching a bilingual class in Mercedes ISD.
“I feel that students should be eliminated
as a whole because students need to learn and
excel in their home language instead of being
an average student in two languages,”
Gonzalez said.
Gonzalez, a UTPA graduate, said that the
tips and tools given to students aren’t as helpful as instructors would hope. She said the
classes she took did provide foundation, but
didn’t prepare her for the classroom.
“University classes provide the foundation and skills, but do not help in practicing
strategies and methods in a real-life classroom,” Gonzalez said.
As bilingual education programs change
on a daily basis, Gonzalez said she would prefer to keep her child in a classroom where the
focus is more on the native language instead
of being placed in an all-English program.
“It is ultimately up to the child’s parent
on how they want their child to be educated,”
Gonzalez said. “Personally, I would rather
have my child learn and excel in their dominant language than be in limbo with programs
that are still in the process of [being] perfected. Bilingual programs are always changing.”

Volunteers Needed
The Pan American is now searching for new blood. Those interested in writing, taking pictures or
working on design should e-mail gareyjup@aol.com. Volunteer positions are available, and can
lead to paid positions within a semester.
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Border Patrol agents teach safety skills to trainees
"It’s a fairly well established program," said Lt. Colonel their suspects safely. Agents learn how to demonstrate an
Flethcer, department head of the ROTC program at UTPA. office of presence in the way the agents stand, approach the
"A lot of my students are criminal justice majors so they vehicle and use verbal commands.
Two border patrol agents were found dead, Sept. 21 in the want to go into some sort of law enforcement. The Border
The agents then undergo hands on training with
Rio Grande near the Free Trade Bridge in Los Indios. Senior Patrol program is a federal program, not a state, so they have simulation pepper spray and batons and learn how to reduce
Border Patrol Agents Travis W. Attaway, 31, and Jeremy the option of traveling."
threat by having their suspects lay down. The training also
Wilson, 29, drowned after their boat capsized in the high
To get into the training program, a high school diploma is includes intense Spanish classes, the equivalent to three
water levels and dangerous currents.
required and some college or work experience is preferred. years of college Spanish, Flores said. Agents also learn
With the tragic deaths of the Border Patrol agents Also, candidates must be in good physical condition, naturalization law, immigrations law, statutory law, and
lingering in people’s minds, many wonder if interest in running 1.5 miles in less than 16 minutes. However, a clean criminal law.
joining the agency has decreased. Since the agency started record is most important for potential candidates.
However, the rigorous straining brings rewards of a secure
in 1924, 95 agents have died in the line of duty. Yet, The
Flores also said that agents conduct an intense job with a good salary, full benefits, and a retirement plan.
University of Texas-Pan American students considering background check, which includes talking to teachers,
“Border Patrol has a lot of to offer like insurance, benefits
joining the Border Patrol remained steadfast despite the high family, friends and former employers. They also run a credit and the pay is great,” Fuentes said. “That’s why I want to
risk of the job.
check and all accepted to the program are required to pay join, this becomes more than a job, and that's why so many
“I’m
not
any debts before joining. Once into the program, candidates agents stay until they retire, it becomes a career."
affected by the
undergo intense training.
deaths,”
said
"We've got the best training in
Ralph Fuentes,
all the federal law enforcement,"
25,
a
Civil
Flores said. "It’s also the toughest
Engineer major.
in all the federal law enforcement
“The risk of that
training."
happening just
Currently, the 19-week Border
comes with job.”
Patrol
training program teaches
-AMES SOLIS,
Ames Solis Jr.
several
safety
precautions,
Aspiring patrol agent
an 18-year-old
including floating techniques.
involved in today’s politics.
By MARIANA CARDENAS
criminal justice
The Pan American
While the agents are not expected
“Now is the best time to try and make
major aspiring to be a Border Patrol agent likes the to be strong swimmers, they must
an impact,” Gutierrez said. “Women in
Nearly 22 million single females in the the Valley need to stand up and let their
adventure and understands the danger involved.
be able to stay afloat for three
United States who are eligible to vote, did voice be heard.”
“You’re going to be taking risks in any job, just more with minutes
and
tread
water,
not vote in the last presidential election.
working as a Border Patrol Agent,” Solis said. “But they according to Flores. The training
The dinner will be a chance for more
Residents of the Rio Grande Valley are than 300 women to ask questions and find
train you correctly so you can be ready for what is going to also teaches them how to create
making an effort to speak with women out more about Armendariz-Klein’s
happen.”
air pockets in their shirts and
about the importance of voting.
political stance.
Eddie Flores, a spokesman for the McAllen sector of the pants so they can be used as
“Women
for
“She will talk
Border Patrol Agency, visits many high schools, talking to flotation devices. In addition, all
Becky” is the name
about many issues
students who aspire to be in law enforcement.
agents must become certified in
of the event that will
that are important
"In talking to high school students, a lot of them want to Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation.
be hosted by Becky
to the Valley,”
be Border Patrol agents,” Flores said. “I don't think these
The training includes safety
Armendariz-Klein,
Gutierrez
said.
deaths would change anybody's mind."
precautions
such
as
rest
who is running for
“[Such as] the
Many university students also aspire to become Border techniques that teach Border
Congress in 2004.
border,
jobs,
Patrol Agents after getting their degree.
Patrol agents how to approach
She is making an
education
and
effort to gain support
health care.”
from young women
Since election
in the Valley.
time is near, many
A dinner will be
of these events will
Courtesy of amarillonet.com
held Oct. 12 at the
be held in order to
Cimarron Club at BECKY ARMENDARIZ-KLEIN raise
awareness
5:30 p.m., for all
among the Valley’s
women involved in her political issues.
eclectic minority groups.
Armendariz-Klein served in the White
Trevor Hall, office manager at Hidalgo
House in 1990 under former President County for the Armendariz-Klein
George H.W. Bush when Desert Storm campaign, is urging young women to
was launched. As an Air Force reservist attend the event at Cimarron so they can
she volunteered for duty and was soon be up to date with issues.
deployed to Saudi Arabia. After serving
“Women are looking for a role model
in the Medical Service Corps she was in politics that shows them how far a
appointed by Gov. Rick Perry as the first woman can get, and Becky is the best
example,” Hall said.
Marcela Mandujano, a 30-year-old
housewife, is happy that a woman is
running for Congress.
“I have her sign on my front lawn,”
Mandujano said. “I’m not only showing
support for Becky because she is a
-Becky Armendariz-Klein,
woman, but because I feel that her
District 25 Congressional candidate
commitment to the Valley is genuine. I
hope women come together and show up
for her event.”
Hispanic female chair of the Texas Public
The expectations for the dinner
Utility Commission.
banquet are high and members of the
Now, Armendariz-Klein is running for campaign hope to reach out to many
Congress for District 25. There are more women and encourage them to go out and
than 650,000 people living in this newly vote.
Melissa Martinez/The Pan American
created district, of which two-thirds are
“Vote for anyone as long as you vote,”
Hispanic.
Gutierrez said. “Many people think their
DEBATE- (from left) Psychology junior Carlos Gonzales and biology
Brenda Gutierrez, campaign volunteer, vote does not count, but one vote can
sophomore David Leal from the Young Adult Catholic Ministry debate on
is proud to be a young Hispanic woman make a difference that will affect many.”
national issues last Thursday prior to the presidential debate.

By CECILIA CASTANEDA
The Pan American

“You’re going to be
taking risks in any
job, just more with
working as a Border
Patrol Agent.”

‘Becky’ looks for support
from young women

“Women in the
Valley need to stand
up and let their voice
be heard.”
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Annual screening raises awareness of depression
Counseling center holds depression screening for community
By ELIZABETH GARCIA
The Pan American
The UTPA Counseling Center is conducting the annual
National Depression Screening Day (NDSD) today from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m.
This event helps raise awareness among
students and members of the community
about mood and anxiety disorders by
informing and providing screenings for
bipolar, generalized anxiety, and posttraumatic stress disorders that are
dangerous and hard to detect.
During the NDSD thousands of health
care providers and schools nationwide
work together to educate the public about
depression and other mental health
disorders. The University of Texas-Pan
American and Lorenzo de Zavala
Elementary of Edinburg are the only two
Valley locations participating in this
annual event.
Counselor
Mirta
F.
Rodriguez,
coordinator of the event, has been
Mirta F.
promoting the NDSD at UTPA for seven
years. Rodriguez thinks that it's unfortunate that not every
school has these screenings because students are
vulnerable to depression.
"I can't believe that there are only two locations in the
Valley that participate in the NDSD," Rodriguez said.
"Depression among students is an issue that the schools

should have more initiative in detecting and
treating."
According to Rodriguez, the symptoms of
depression sometimes go unnoticed and are not
treated early. Some symptoms are loss of interest,
difficulty concentrating, irritability, feelings of
hopelessness,
guilt
and
fatigue.
However,
experiencing these symptoms
doesn't necessarily mean that
one suffers from depression.
According to a depression
studies Web site, depression
affects approximately 19
million Americans and that at
some point in their lives, 10
to 25 percent of women and 5
to 12 percent of men will
likely become clinically
depressed.
"Some people think they suffer
from depression simply because they
feel sad for a while or have trouble
sleeping. But depression is a lot
Rodriguez
more complex and harder to
diagnose," Rodriguez said. "Stress and other factors do
play a role in depression, but there are levels of
depression that can be treated through counseling sessions
and don't need psychiatric help."
The UTPA Counseling Center has four permanent
counselors and will have the assistance of other certified

Depression Facts
Depression affects
approximately
19 million Americans
At some point in their
lives, 10 to 25% of
women
and 5 to 12% of men
will likely become
clinically depressed.

Source:
allaboutdepression.com

counselors on this year's NDSD. Last year, 53 students
were screened for depression during the event, but this
year they expect a larger turnout.
Yolanda Garza, senior at UTPA, plans to attend the
event in order to take the screening.
"I want to find out what the screening is all about and
see how I can help a friend of mine who is recovering
from depression," Garza said. "When someone you know
suffers from depression it's good to get involved and show
your support so that the person knows you care."
For more information on this event or counseling
contact the UTPA Counseling Center at (956) 381-2573 or
visit their Web site at http://www.utpa.edu/dept/lac.

Antidepressants might connect to youth suicide
By EMMA CLARK
The Pan American
The Food and Drug Administration recently announced
that the number of children and adolescents on
antidepressants is increasing. So are the rates of suicide
among those youngsters, and the result is that a number of
drugs are under review.
The FDA has since been working tirelessly to adopt
new labeling warnings on various antidepressants directly
linked to the increased risk of suicide, such as Prozac and
Zoloft.
The investigation of the link between suicide and
antidepressants began in February 2004, when the
Psychopharmacological Drugs Advisory Committee
(PDAC) and the Pediatric Subcommittee of the AntiInfective Drugs Advisory Committee (AIDAC) met to
discuss the reports.
In a press release the FDA said, “The committees
recommended that even before the FDA’s analysis of the
controlled trials is completed, it would be useful to
strengthen the labeling for these products by drawing
more attention to the need for close monitoring of
patient.”
GlaxoSmithKline, the manufacturers of the drug Paxil,
released reports in 2003 concluding that 3.4 percent of
children aged seven to 18 showed an increase in suicidal
behavior and thoughts. In a recent column in the McAllen
Monitor, Chris Ardis claimed that this report was
“virtually concealed.”
Dr. Martin Guerra of the Tropical Texas Center for
Mental Health suggested that social change might be the

said:
“Very little
research
has
been
conducted to determine
the
safety
and
effectiveness
of
medications prescribed
In 2000, suicide was the 3rd leading cause of death
to children – both for
among young people aged 15 to 24 years of age, followmental health and other
ing unintentional injuries and homicide (CDC Wonder).
health problems. Much
more is needed to help
* The suicide rate among children aged 10-14 was
us understand which
1.5/100,000, or 300 deaths among 19,895,072
children are most likely
children in this age group.
to benefit from which
therapies, and what
* The suicide rate among adolescents aged 15-19
circumstances put some
was 8.2/100,000, or 1,621 deaths among
children at risk of
19,882,596 adolescents in this age group.
certain side effects.”
Of the 10 drugs under
investigation
Prozac,
* The suicide rate among young people aged
Zoloft and Luvox are the
20-24 was 12.8/100,000, or 2,373 deaths
only three approved for
among 18,484,615 people in this age group.
use in children and
adolescents, specifically
for the treatment of
Source: Mental Health Association Web Site obsessive-compulsive
disorder.
cause of an increase in antidepressant use among young
Authorities maintain that it is not uncommon for
people. Guerra said that because both parents often work adolescents to think they are depressed, because of
in today’s society, key signs of depression in children hormonal uproars. However, each year 5,000 young
many times go unnoticed. By the time the symptoms are people ages 15 to 24 kill themselves.
caught, Guerra suggests it is simply too late.
The FDA remains adamant that the patient, either an
The National Mental Health Association (NMHA) is adult or child, should not stop taking the drug, without
pleased with the review of certain drugs and its statement consulting with his or her doctor first.
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experiences, and their views that influence what
they bring into their creation and his/her vision
of peace."
While Israeli artist Dani Karavan's piece
expresses peace by cutting the stone in half and
placing it on a mirror, which represents the
dividing and sharing of land between Israelis and
Palestinians.
Centuries have passed and the Palestinian
and Israeli people have strived to coexist in the
Middle East. But conflict over the sacred land of
Jerusalem and settlements in Gaza and the West
Bank have led to violence inflicted on both
groups.
Palestinian/Israeli Conflict
After World War II the land which is now
Israel, was made into a Jewish state by the
United Nations. The lands of Gaza, East
Jerusalem, and the West Bank were acquired by
Israel after the Six-Day War against five Arab
nations. However, the Palestinians claim the
land as their own.
According to a special report on CNN,
Jerusalem is one of the controversial issues in
peace talks between the two. Both want sovereignty over a hill in Jerusalem known to Jews as
the Temple Mount and to Muslims as the Haram
as-Sharif, or the Noble Sanctuary.
The Israelis consider the site to be the heart
of Zionism and wish to maintain access to the
sacred site, while the Palestinians have historic
territorial claims as well.
According to Samuel Freeman, political
science professor, the different perspectives on
the Palestinian Israeli conflict are very black and
white.
"There is the belief among many Israelis
that the Palestinians hate them and are determined to destroy them and they [Palestinians]
are anti-Semitic and it's not just an attempt to
destroy Israel but an assault on all Jews,"
Freeman said. "While there are many
Palestinians who believe that the Israelis hate
them and the Zionist and the Israeli government
are attempting to exterminate the Palestinian
population."
Freeman also explained that most Israelis
and Palestinians do in fact want peace. The main
concerns many Palestinians have are with the
settlements in Gaza, East Jerusalem and along
the West Bank.
"This [the settlements] causes a great deal
of anger and resentment from Palestinian people, but I don't believe it causes the hatred the
Zionist say the Palestinians have," Freeman said.
"If Israel would permit the establishment of a
Palestinian state and would withdraw from the
illegal communities in the West Bank, Gaza
strip, and some of or all of the area of East
Jerusalem, the vast majority of the Palestinian
population would be able to live in peace."
Today's Situation
An Israeli operation "Days of Penitence"
was launched Sept. 29 after Palestinian missiles
were fired into the southern Israeli town of
Sderot near the Gaza border. Six days later, the
Israeli military operation to end the Palestinian
missile strikes killed more than 70 Palestinians,
including civilian and militants. While peace
may seem far, the Milestone for Peace Exhibit is
a non-violent effort to end the conflict.
Freeman believes the exhibit will help the
American people both understand the rest of the
world and realize that there are Israelis who want
peace with the Palestinians and that they are
working to reach it.
"We as a people need to be much more
involved in efforts toward peace," Freeman said.
"We need to be involved in efforts in peace in
Israel, Palestine, Iraq and the Middle East. These

stones will help people think about these things."
According to Sally Mendiola, the chair of
the Milestones for Peace committee at UTPA,
part of the exhibit is being shown here at UTPA
and the other part of it is currently being shown
in Poland.
The exhibit has only been shown in the
United States once before, in New York in 2001.
“The exhibit sends a powerful message of
peace as it unites artists from many countries;
some who live in conflict zones,” Mendiola said.
“When viewing each artwork from different
countries, visitors reflect
on what inspired each
artist to create their individual piece of art.”
Mendiola
also
mentioned an additional
exhibit
entitled,
“ARTworks for Peace,”
will be shown in the
Charles and Dorothy
Clark Gallery.
“The exhibit will
feature local artists who
want to document their
commitment to world
peace,” Mendiola said.
The International
Artists Museum and
over 500 artists from
over 36 different countries have contributed to
the exhibit; in addition
many world leaders and
celebrities have participated in the Milestones
for Peace exhibit. Pope
John Paul II, former
President Bill Clinton,
Richard Gere, The Dalai
Lama, former President
George Bush Sr., King
Abduoulla of Jordan,
Shimon Perez of Israel,
Sofia Loren of Italy,
Yoko Ono, and Michell
Sabaha Patrician of
Jerusalem have signed a
reproduction of the original Milestones for
Peace stone.
“I believe that by
adding their personal
signature on a stone, it
not only intensifies this
message of peace but
grabs the public's attention as to what that signature actually means,”
said Elhanani.
When Juan Cruz, a
junior graphic design
major, first saw the
exhibit he noticed the
amount of work put into
the stones and the passion
and
urgency
involved in putting out
the message for peace in
the Middle East and
Iraq.
“The exhibit I feel
is a step in the right
direction, more people
are becoming aware of
the hope for peace,”
Cruz said. “I feel that
maybe this alone can be
enough to break down

walls and allow us to put down our differences.”
Elhanani believes the exhibit expresses the
feeling for peace of different people from various countries and cultures.
"You know that the Pan American part of
the name is to bridge the international divide,"
Elhanani said. "In many ways the situation here
is similar to the conflict zone, two different communities, cultures living side by side, but the difference is that here there is peace, here you can
cross back and forth from one country to another, here you don't have constant fighting and
killing."

Although Elhanani has seen parts of the
world that have been through conflict and pain,
she sees hope in South Texas.
"This looks peaceful to me, this is what I
wish for in the Middle East, and this is how two
cultures should be, living side by side," he said.
"I want people here to be aware of what they
have, but also be aware of what others don't
have."
In efforts to continue sharing international
relations with students, the International Studies
Committee will present International Education
Week in two weeks. The theme will be peace.
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Valley native advances in ‘Benefactor’ finals
Tiffaney Weisser, originally from McAllen, is one of five left in competition
By CHRISTINA HARRIS
The Pan American
Only four more people stand between Tiffaney Weisser
and a million dollars. The McAllen native is one step closer
to winning billionaire Mark Cuban’s money on the ABC reality show, “The Benefactor.”
Weisser, 23, was one of 16 contestants competing for $1
million from Dallas Mavericks owner Cuban. A sort of antiTrump, Cuban dresses casually and challenges his players to
games based on creativity and personal risk. Unlike other reality show competitions, to win “The Benefactor” each player
must follow rules set by Cuban.
Instead of being made to eat bugs or race around the
world, Cuban’s players face daily tests of character and intelligence. He looks for three characteristics: creativity, competitiveness and an entrepreneurial spirit.
On the first episode, a contestant got kicked off right
away for making a bad first impression and referring to the
game as “stupid.” The remaining players were individually
interviewed by Cuban and based on those interviews those
who did not fulfill expectations were sent home.
Eight more contestants have been kicked off since the
show’s first episode, and only five remain, including Weisser.
As of yet, she has not been told the dreaded phrase said
Cuban after each elimination: “You lost your shot at a million
dollars.”
Weisser attributes her success on the show so far to her
experience as National Watermelon Queen. She also said having the title was the reason she got on the show because of its
uniqueness and potential as a conversation-starter. After she
won the national pageant-like competition, the queen travels
around the country doing promotional work, meeting with
people from all walks of life and receiving numerous scholarships.
“As National Watermelon Queen, I gained self-confidence and became more independent,” Weisser said. “I had to

grow up a lot.”
The media appearances and constant travel she had to
endure as Watermelon Queen prepared her for the fast-paced
lifestyle she experienced during and after “The Benefactor.”
Being constantly on camera for the reality show was weird at
first, but it gave her energy.
Part of that energy was used on the second episode, where
each contestant was challenged to transcend comfort zones
and “be a star.” Weisser chose to go skydiving.
“Skydiving was awesome,” Weisser said. “I didn’t even
think twice about it. It was all or nothing and I couldn’t go
back.”
On the show Weisser justified her decision when she said,
“If I die at least there won’t be an elimination.”
Weisser’s mom, McAllen realtor Diana Weisser, believes
that her daughter is accurately portrayed on the show and talks
about the experience of watching her on reality television.
“As a parent first you’re excited they’re on the show, then
second you hope they don’t get kicked off the first night, and
then the next night, and so on,” the reality show contestant’s
mother said. “It’s such a rush.”
One of Weisser’s friends from Sharyland High School,
where Weisser graduated, describes her as genuine and authentic. Desiree Roach, who is attending Texas State University, is
pulling for her to win the million.
“Tiffaney is one of my funniest friends,” Roach said.
“She’s very classy, very respectable, no one deserves to win
more.”
Weisser’s former high school volleyball coach, Tammie
Newman, describes her as a team player, unselfish and a quality student.
“I’ve been watching her on [television] and I see the same
attitude she gave as a student-athlete,” Newman said. “We’d
put her against the strongest player and she’d always rise to the
occasion. Her attitude on the show is the same as it has always
been. Like she says, ‘bring it on.’”

Nov.

7
10
19
30
31
4
6
11

Thursday
Sunday
Tuesday
Saturday
Sunday
Thursday
Saturday
Thursday

■ ‘Shark Tale’ . . . . . . . . . . . 8 & 9
■ ‘The Benefactor’ . . . . . . . . . . 10

Former ‘Saved by the Bell’ star walks UTPA halls
By CHRISTINA HARRIS
The Pan American

Craig Sojdin/ABC

PRESSURE- Tiffany Weisser has lasted
through 11 eliminations. Will she be able to
hold on until the end? After five more
episodes the public will know.

Valley Symphony Orchestra
Guest Artist
UTPA Choir Concert
UTPA Mariachi Concert
UTPA Mariachi Concert
Valley Symphony Orchestra
Junior Recital-Celinda Herevia
Valley Symphony Orchestra

Thousands of people gathered to see former “Saved by
the Bell” star Mario Lopez on Saturday, or Community Day
in the Hispanic Engineering Science and Technology (HESTEC) Week at The University of Texas-Pan American.
While he wasn't there to charm the ladies that came to
see him, like his character Albert Clifford (A.C.) Slater,
Lopez instead came to emphasize the importance of voting
and getting an education.
"As Latinos, we have the power to really make a difference," Lopez said. "We can be a significant factor, it's one of
the great things about our country."
Lopez said his family was from Culiachan, Sinaloa,
Mexico. Growing up in San Diego, Lopez started acting at
the age of 10. However, he said that his parents made sure
he wasn't spoiled by the fame or money.
"Acting was like a cool summer job," Lopez said. "I
still had to go home and do chores."
When addressing his reason for attending HESTEC,
Lopez admitted that it was not his field but encouraged those
to seek an education in the sciences.
"I was horrible at math and science," Lopez said. "But
I've always been fascinated by it."
His fascination with knowledge also extends into the
communication field. Before getting into acting, and even
now, Lopez wanted to study broadcast journalism to become
an anchorman.
What is his ultimate dream job?
"What Matt Lauer does on the Today Show," he said.
When asked if he would go back to school, Lopez, who
has never attended college, said that he'd like to but he cannot. However, he did encourage students to attend an institute of higher education.
"I'm kind of settled in my career right now, but [there is

a] need to go and finish college," Lopez said.
The second issue he addressed was the importance of
everyone, especially Hispanics, getting out and voting.
With the recent debates, the issue of the war on Iraq has
been an influential factor in this year’s election.
Although he declined to express his opinion on the war
in Iraq, he did encourage participation in this November's
upcoming presidential election.
In a question-and-answer session with the audience,
HEARING
BELLSNineties pop
culture icon
Mario Lopez,
who is more
commonly
known as
Albert Clifford
(A.C.) Slater,
addresses
over 1,000
University of
Texas-Pan
American faculty, staff, students and
Valley community members.

Christina Harris/The Pan American

Lopez was asked to give advice on breaking into an acting
career.
"Try to get involved [in] any activities you can locally,"
Lopez said. "And when you're old enough and still passionate about [acting], move to L.A."
Lopez first became popular as Slater on NBC's 90s popculture phenomenon, “Saved By the Bell,” and since then
has added many television and movie credits to his name,
such as “Colors,” “Depraved” and “The Greg Lougains
Story.”
Lopez currently hosts “Pet Star,” on the Animal Planet
channel, and is on “The Other Half,” which is a syndicated
show. He is also working on a new reality show called "Real
People," in which he will interview people from all over the
world to get their real-life stories.
Lopez hinted at bringing his show to UTPA. Lopez was
the third celebrity to visit UTPA during HESTEC Week, following former *NSYNC star Lance Bass and Maria
Conchita Alonso of “Chasing Papi” fame.
UTPA President Blandina Cardenas said that she
believes inviting celebrities and distinguished members of
large, successful companies draws more people to HESTEC
and to the university.
"We want to have all kinds of celebrities," Cardenas
said. "Anything that brings recognition to the university is a
good thing."
This year marks Cardenas' first official HESTEC Week.
"This [was] such a well-run week, I've never seen such
activity and such organization,” Cardenas said. "The truth of
the matter is we're succeeding. This isn't happening at other
universities."
Cardenas said that she was proud of UTPA, and excited
to see the number of people and families who attended
Community Day.
"To see them here, their faces as they're watching the
exhibits,” Cardenas said. “That's what it's all about.”

‘Dreamers’ combines classic film, modern world

The University of Texas-Pan American
Music Department Upcoming Schedule
Oct.
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By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American

FAA
RH
FAA
FAA
FAA
FAA
RH
MCC

FAA=Fine Arts Auditorium RH=Recital Hall MCC=McAllen Civic Center
Eduardo Martinez/The Pan American

8 p.m.
3 p.m.
7 p.m.
2 p.m.
2 p.m.
8 p.m.
7 p.m.
8 p.m.

Historic France in the late 1960s provides a revolutionary
backdrop for “The Dreamers,” a film about three college students living in the midst of the film revolution.
During this time the French cinema was going through
changes when the government, funded the movie industry,
banned film leaders for what it felt was incompetent administration.
The student film buffs revolt by protesting in a country trying to repress their free-thinking film ideals, all the while trying
to discover themselves in a world surrounded by change.
American study abroad student, Matthew, (Michael Pitt)
finds himself magnetized by identical Parisian twins,
Guillaume (Louis Garrel) and Danielle (Eva Green). The mysterious duo adopts Matthew into their world of film obsession.
Classic film references are established when Danielle tries
to reenact her favorite film scenes in everyday life by incorporating lines from her favorite film in her daily conversation. She
challenges her brother, and new friend, Matthew to guess what
film she is recreating.
The plot intensifies when her brother, Guillaume, loses a
film-quote challenge, and Matthew is frightened by what
Danielle pressures her brother to do for losing. Guillaume is
forced to engage in a provocative act with himself while the

pair watches. Matthew, the American, is confused by the game
and questions his morals as well as the ideals of the young
Parisians. His confusion and obsession with the twins grows
when he realizes that they were actually Siamese twins surgically separated at birth.
Drawn into their world, Matthew finds he is becoming a
witness to more disturbing events and eventually begins to participate in their crazy world ripe with sexual freedom and deep
philosophical conversations.
Struggling between his morals and those of his new friend,
Matthew tries to make sense of his new world. Through film
protests, letters home and Matthew falling in love with Danielle
and his new lifestyle, this movie not only questions Matthew’s
beliefs, but also sparks the viewers to evaluate their own
morals.
This film appeals to those who are film history buffs
because of the rewarding film references to classic films starring legends like Greta Garbo.
The movie premiered in February 2004 in major cities
such as New York and Los Angeles, and was released on DVD
in July. “The Dreamers” is based on Gilbert Adair’s novel,
“The Holy Innocents.” Visit the movies Web site “‘The
Dreamers’ for Dreamers” at www2.foxsearchlight.com/thedreamers.
Also appearing in the film are Robin Renucci (“Taking
Sides”) and Anna Chancellor (“What a Girl Wants”). “The Last

Emperor’s” Bernardo Bertolucci directed it. This film is rated
NC-17 for graphic sexual nudity and full frontal male nudity.

Reviewer’s Rating: 3.75/5
PUSHING BOUNDARIES- In “The Dreamers” director Bernardo Bertolucci uses explicit content to tell
the story.
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‘Shark Tale’ bites
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
With Hollywood royalty like Will
Smith, Renee Zellweger, Robert De Niro,
Martin Scorsese, Angelina Jolie, Jack
Black, Christina Aguilera and Missy
Elliott, you think, how could “Shark
Tale” sink?
Apparently, quite easily. Despite
being number one at the box office,
“Shark Tale” drowns itself in corny inside
jokes, for example a spoof movie poster
of “The Ring” being replaced by “The
Hook” spotted throughout the movie, and
using big name celebrities like Smith.
Obviously, these are desperate attempts
to keep the film’s ordinary, mediocre
script afloat.
Directors Bob Letterman, Vicky
Jensen and Eric Bergeron direct the cast
of characters in Dreamworks’ newest
deep-sea animation feature.
While working at the local deep-sea
car wash, The Whale Wash, Oscar
(Smith) has big dreams of achieving
fame. This prompts him to assume that
acceptance comes only through fame and
celebrity status. His obsession with
upper-class status is so blinding, that he
doesn’t see Angie (Zellweger) is interested in being more than just friends.
In between the relationship sub plot,
the primary plot begins to unravel when

Oscar is cleverly mistaken as a shark
slayer, a mistake fueled by little white
lies, big white sharks and low selfesteem.
Supporting Smith is Jack Black as
Lenny, a white shark who is “different
from all the rest” and hiding from his
gangster shark family. His father, Don
Lino (De Niro) and the rest of the
Soprano-type shark family expect Lenny
to be something he’s not.
Cleverly, Lenny and Oscar join
forces and make arrangements to help
perpetuate Oscar’s hero-shark-slayingcelebrity status and help Lenny disappear.
Although very ordinary and clichéd,
the script does tend to tap a deep message. Accepting yourself is the underlying theme that keeps this movie afloat
through dark waters. The theme is universal and not just for children, as it slightly
touches on homosexual themes when
Lenny, the shark that is different than
other sharks, starts cross-dressing as a
dolphin, but fears that his father, Don
Lino, is going to have a tough time
accepting that his son is different. The
PG-rated script masks this homosexual
theme for children by labeling Lenny as a
vegetarian shark and implies that his eating habits are the reason he dresses like a
dolphin.
The plot is obsessed with mocking

the gangster movie genre so much that
it fails to bring the movie together in an
emotional sense.
For example,
Dreamworks’ other huge success
“Finding Nemo,” manages to catch the
father-son bond that “Shark Tale” fails
to create.
In the light of other Dreamwork’s
pictures like “Shrek” and “Shrek 2,”
“Shark Tale” tries to recreate the humor
found in those films by referencing
Hollywood’s inside jokes. For example, Katie Couric stars as Katie
Current, a television news anchor who
pushes the plot through the film.
Also, more and more often, animated films are relying on big celebrity names to draw box office numbers,
while allowing good script writing and
creativity to slip through the cracks.
We never saw headlining celebrity
names on huge box office hits like
Disney’s “The Little Mermaid,”
“Sleeping Beauty” or “Cinderella.”
Usually, the talent remained anonymous.
Now, in a trend that began with
“The Lion King,” with Mathew
Broderick, Whoopie Goldberg and
James Earl Jones, the animation is even
beginning
to
resemble
the
talent.Smith’s and Jolie’s characters
sport big fish lips and De Niro’s, Don
Lino animated character even has the
trademark mole on his upper right

cheek, an odd characteristic for a shark,
don’t you think?
The best thing the movie has to
offer was, for those of you who are big
fans of hip-hop, a clever MTV-inspired
soundtrack. Music icons such as Ziggy
Marley, Doug E. Doug, Aguilera and
Elliott top the soundtrack with guest
appearances and hip-hop remixes of
the 1970s disco hit, “Working at the
Carwash.” The movie has already promoted itself on networks like VH1 and
MTV, trying to pump up box office
sales with music fans. Other music
moguls on the soundtrack are big hiphop names like Justin Timberlake,
Timbaland, Sean Paul, JoJo, Ludacris
and of course, soundtrack veteran,
Smith.
“Shark Tale” does not compare to
classic animation hits, but its novelty
seems to be drawing big box office
numbers for Dreamworks. Overall, the
movie would work for a great lastminute Christmas gift for kids and will
probably inspire a lot of illegal music
downloading. Although box office
numbers are already good enough for a
sequel scheduled for release in 2006,
the movie lacks the magic that gives
heart to animated features.

Reviewer’s rating:
2.5 stars out of 5
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